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Super Bowl Party Anyone? Or should we say “Souper Bowl”?





 	What is this article doing in a church newsletter you might say? No we did not buy a part in one of America’s favorite sports games (we’re talking about football), but we do use this time of year to do some good in our community. It started off back in 1990 when an idea and an excited group of youth decided to help out the hungry and it has spread to be a nation wide idea and is celebrating its 20th year. Last year alone $10.3 million dollars was given to charities during the Souper Bowl of Caring. This year’s (NFL) Super Bowl will be on February 7th and we invite you to join in the fun and there is a party too. We start off the morning by leaving a soup pot for people to donate money in.  All proceeds go to the Bristol Community Services Food Pantry in our area. Many churches participate in this program and report the results on the Souper Bowl website, which costs nothing to be a part of. In the basement of the Hebron Church they set up a large screen TV and have a variety of people making chili and then taste testing it too. You can also vote on your favorite chili by putting a dollar (or whatever amount of money) underneath the chili pot. At the end of the voting, the money is totalled up and an award is given for the winning chili. This is a great way to help out a local cause in the area while having some fun and socializing with a group of fellow Christians.





WWW.SOUPERBOWL.ORG
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Alexandria Women’s Aide








	Alexandria Christmas Village Craft Fair from 9am to 3pm. Luncheon available –Hot dogs, beef stew, & chowda. Coffee and snacks are available all day so come and sit a spell. 


Merry Christmas!


Village wide events will also be happening.





Ladies Group


December 8 – Christmas party at 10am, potluck at Liz Flanders’ home on Flanders Road. We meet on the second Tuesday of the month at the Alexandria Church, come and join us.
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Sunday School News





Tentative Sunday School Schedule





Dec 11 Decorating the church - 5pm


Dec 12 Christmas party - 6pm


Dec 20 Christmas program during church 8:30a


	 Fruit baskets put together at 10am


	 Christmas caroling and potluck 5pm	


Dec 24 Christmas Eve service 7pm


Jan 22 Family Night w/ potluck supper 6pm


Feb 20 Sliding party on Flanders rd at 10am


Mar 28 Easter egg hunt at 10:30am


Apr  4  Happy Easter! No Sunday School


Apr 24 Pizza party 5-7pm


May 23 Closing program during church 8:40am





Sunday School Staff





 


Feeling Grateful?





	Christmas can be a rough time of the year for many people and for many reasons. The economy has many people feeling down and having a rough time especially this time of the year. Each year we have some request from people in the community to help them out making Christmas a little better for their families. Many of these requests are for basics such as clothes and food. If you feel that God has been giving to you abundantly and you might feel that he is calling you to help out others who aren’t as well off, you can contact Charity at 744-8156 and let her know you would like to help out with these needs.
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From Our Lay Leader





As advent is upon us and we enter a new church year, many of us are anxiously awaiting the birth of Christ. That time of year when the joy & wonder of Christmas creates a glimmer of hope in the busy and chaotic lives we live. It's a time to reflect on family traditions, experience the joy of GIVING and receiving... and embrace the peace Christ's presence offers.


 	As we begin to look toward a new year in the life of our church, I pray that we can embrace the winds of change. Our council has been discussing future ideas for mission, HOW to support our community, and what vision we have for the church. In defining that VISION we are trying to discern how God is calling us to serve.  One of the biggest challenges in a group is determining the difference between individual goals/perceptions and the vision God has actually given to our church. I feel that we have some strong Christian leadership on out council and collectively we possess a variety of skills and gifts that God intends to use. I pray that we can let go of our own agendas and allow GOD to work through us in this process...


We will begin looking at some future changes within our church as Rev. Fischer begins to plan for his retirement.  We feel that this process can open doors to new possibilities for our church but we need to deter-mine which ones God is calling us to enter! We will cherish the time we still have with John but will begin to prepare for the changes that arise in the life of our church. I ask that you join me in praying about what God's will holds for our small town church. For as it is written in Matthew 18:20 "Where two or more are gathered in my name, there I am among them..." There is great strength in numbers and I know that despite our size, we can accomplish great things together. 


 	I pray that as we enter the New Year your heart will be filled with JOY and PEACE. I pray that you will embrace the hopeful spirit of what we can be called to do. I also pray that you will respond when we ask for your heart in allowing God to use you as a witness in our ministry. It is my hope that by sharing Christ's love we will transform the world!


                              


Peace be with you,                                                 


~Tricia~
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 From the Pastor


	





When the president and first lady of the United States are scheduled to make a public appearance, their staff prepares weeks and even months in advance to make certain that the proper protocol will be observed and the leaders’ security will be assured. They procure detailed maps of the area to be visited and designate various routes and search out venues. Guards are posted in selective spots. Every eventuality, both good and bad, is anticipated, all in an effort to make the event as uneventful as possible.


On a smaller scale, each of us can probably relate to the task of preparing ourselves, our family and our home in order to welcome and offer hospitality to a boss, to in-laws, to relatives or to anyone with whom we would like to make a good impression. For many of us, houseguests mean housecleaning.


Regardless of how painstakingly detailed all of these preparatory efforts might be, they are all concerned with mere external and short-term “fixes” that fade into memory once the expected guests have come and gone. But what about our efforts and the quality of preparedness of those who wish to welcome life’s ultimate Guest, the “Word made flesh”, Jesus Christ.


We are in the season of preparation. The season the church calls Advent.  The word originates from the Latin and means “come.” It is used today to signify the coming of someone or something such as, the advent of space travel. In the church it is the four Sundays before Christmas and is a time of preparation. The Advent season reminds Christians of two comings. The coming of Christ as the babe of Bethlehem and the coming of Christ at the culmination of history—the second coming. We are those who live between the two Advents. 


So how do we prepare? In our homes and in the church there are some obvious external preparations. At this time of year we put up decorations. Live or artificial fur trees











Give A Gift of Love
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	In our recent church conference, District Superintendent John Blackadar was remarking about a survey taken that a high percentage of people now have few to no really closely intimate friends because of technology and that it adds to our disconnected state from face to face contact with others. There are many reasons for this in this modern day life and I personally do not believe it is any one thing but several different things.  We always seem to be so busy trying to please ourselves because we have become a ‘gotta’ have it now’ society. Everything is about doing it better and faster so we can get more done. The more productive and efficient you are the more valued you become thanks to corporate America. We have been impatient too many times, myself included, and now we must pay the price. I am going to propose a baby step in the right direction. How about the next time your cooking, doing some house work or doing some holiday cooking you take a few minutes to make a little extra of your favorite recipe to give away to someone you don’t know really well or you want a deeper friendship with. Share your way to making new friends and who knows what might happen.


Here is a favorite recipe of mine, Party Mix. Make them approximately the same amounts and it will be just fine. Double or triple and eat it for a while. It will be hard to mess this recipe up. Yummm!





¼ cup margarine or butter


8 tsp Worcester Sauce


1 tsp salt


1 to 2 tsp garlic powder


1 tsp onion powder	


1 tsp sugar


3 cups of corn squares cereal


3 cups of rice squares cereal


1 to 1 ½ cups of cheerios 


1 to 1 ½ cups of cocktail or party peanuts


	Melt butter and add all but cereal and peanuts in a large measuring cup or small bowl. Put cereal & nuts in very large mixing bowl and then pour buttery mixture over the top and stir in evenly with spoon or spatula. Pour on cookie sheets and then bake at 250 for about 1 hour and stir slightly every 10 to 15 minutes. 


~Scott~











Sunday Church Services ~ 9am 


Sunday School ~ 10am


Come and Join Us!








are erected indoors. We add light to the trees and to our houses. Greeting cards are mailed out and presents purchased for family and friends. Baking and special foods send mouth watering aromas though the house. But what do we do spiritually to prepare?


Take time for yourself. Take time to pray, to read, to gather with others to worship during Advent. Gather with those who worship on Sundays, and gather with the larger ecumenical community on the Wednesdays during Advent.


Secondly, take time for others. This is the time of year when we are especially mindful of those for whom this season is especially difficult. Those difficulties may be financial, medical, or emotional. The scripture says that Christ came into the world to bring light. “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined” (Isaiah 9:2). For someone this Christmas season you may be the light of Christ for his or her life. Take time for others.


Preparation. It is important for the presidential functions. It is important when guests come to your home. Yet, the most important preparation you make is that of your heart for the coming of the Lord.


JMF
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Advent Services





December 2


Noon - Lady of Grace


December 9


Noon - Hebron 


6pm – New Hampton


December 16


Noon - Bristol UCC


6pm – Bristol Baptist























